




Welcome 
To my new colleague and partner in education, 

It is my privilege to welcome you to Des Moines Public Schools. At DMPS, 
we strive to be the national model for urban education. We proudly serve 
students and families of all backgrounds, all nationalities, all ways of life, 

and we prepare them to be global citizens in a fast-changing world. It's our 
mission and our duty, so we only hire the best people to work alongside us. 

People like you. 

DMPS is a tightly woven academic ecosystem. Every employee, in every 

role, at every level, touches the lives of their students, families and colleagues 
daily. Something as simple as a smile in passing can lift the mood of a 
coworker, which then makes for a better day for students in the classroom, 
which then makes for a happier night at home for our kids and their families. 

That ecosystem, and that promise to support and lift each other up, is why 
DMPS provides you with a rich and comprehensive benefits package: 

so you can always bring your best self to work, because you feel supported 
in all aspects of your own life - at work, at home and beyond. 

In this guide, you'll see the benefits broken down into three main categories: 
ones that support your health, your wealth, and your life balance. 
(Of course, even our benefits are interwoven; for example, our excellent 
medical insurance protects both your health and your wealth - because 
you have the opportunity to earn $0-monthly premiums and keep more 
of your paycheck.) Beyond what's listed in this guide, you can take advantage 
of even more DMPS benefits that enhance your life, like paid holidays, 

family and medical leave, and opportunities for continuing education/ 
professional development. 

Read this guide closely. Consider your options. And then, choose the benefits 
that enhance your life best. After all, that's exactly what they're there for. 

Again, welcome to DMPS. And thank you for lifting up our students, 
your colleagues and your community, every single day. 

Matthew A. Smith
Interim Superintendent
Des Moines Public Schools 






































