
Today, America is experiencing one of the largest demographic shifts in the 
country’s history. As a result, the U.S. Department of Education recently 
projected that students of color will comprise a majority of the country’s 
public school K-12 students this school year.

Even heartland communities like Des Moines, Iowa, are experiencing 
unprecedented diversification, particularly among younger demographics. 
While whites still comprise 70 percent of the Des Moines’ population, 53 
percent of the students within the city’s public schools are children of 
color. These changing immigration patterns are creating both opportunities 
and challenges for school systems across America.  

Join National Journal in Des Moines, Iowa, for a town hall as we convene 
local opinion leaders for a robust discussion about the effect that the 
country’s deepening diversity is having on education systems around the 
country. We will explore questions such as: What factors have driven Des 
Moines’ racial and ethnic population change? How do Des Moines’ schools 
best provide for all of the city’s students? And nationally, what effect is the 
country’s immigrant-driven demographic change having on the American 
education system?

Ron Brownstein
Editorial Director, Atlantic Media 

Matt Vasilogambros
Staff Correspondent,  National Journal
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October 22, 2014
Registration:  9:00 am

Program:  9:30 – 11:30 am

Drake University
Olmsted Center

Parents Hall South
2875 University Avenue

Des Moines, Iowa

CONNECT WITH US 

#NJNextAmerica

Note to Government Employees: We welcome your attendance at the event, however we kindly ask that you confirm in advance with 
your Departmental Ethics Office that you are permitted to attend.  
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The Honorable Catherine Lhamon
Assistant Secretary, Office for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Department of Education

Thomas Ahart, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Des Moines Public Schools

Lori Chesser
Senior Shareholder and Chair, Immigration 
Department, Davis Brown Law Firm; Chair, 
American Immigration Council

Jill Johnson, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Literacy Education, 
Drake University  
Vinh Nguyen
Director of English Language, Des Moines 
Public Schools 

Rob Paral 
Principal, Rob Paral and Associates 

Michael Vukovich 
Principal, North High School
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