
 

 

 

Earth Day Networkõs Green Schools Campaign strives to improve 

the quality of school environments all over America.  It has been 

shown that green schools have many benefits, including improved 

student test scores, higher teacher and student retention, impres-

sive improvements in childrenõs health, and notable energy cost 

savings. Green schools can greatly reduce student sick days. More 

time in the classroom equates to more learning and better test 

 

 

 

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, along with White House 

Council on Environmental Quality Chair Nancy Sutley and Environ-

mental Protection Agency Acting Administrator Bob Persiacepe, 

announced today that Des Moines Public Schools is among 78 

schools and districts recognized with the U.S. Department of Edu-

cation Green Ribbon Schools Award. 

This is the second year of the national recognition for schools and 

the first year entire school districts were recognized. Des Moines 

Public Schools is one of only 14 districts in the nation to be hon-

ored.  

Last year, Central Campus in Des Moines was one of the first 

schools to earn a Green Ribbon Schools Award.  

Last month, for the second year in a row, Des Moines Public 

Schools was recognized as the Energy Star Partner of the Year by 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

This image, known as the òEarth Flagó, was created as a symbol of Earth 

Day by John McConnell, who helped pioneer the movement.  

 

What Does Earth Day 

Mean Today? 
On April 22 of each year people around the world plant trees, com-

mute to work by bicycle and pick up trash in their neighborhoods to 

observe Earth Day, an event created to shine a spotlight on environ-

mental concerns. 

The first Earth Day was organized by Gaylord Nelson, a former U.S. 

senator from Wisconsin, in 1970 as a way to bring environmental 

protection onto the national political agenda.  

While the first Earth Day was open to anyone who wished to partici-

pate, some of the most enthusiastic Earth Day observers were in 

schools and universities around the country.  

That show of public support is credited with helping push Republican 

President Richard Nixon and Congress to pass the law that created 

the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in December 1970.  

How you can participate 

- Carry a reusable water bottle 

- Unplug electronics after youõre done with them 

- Replace old incandescent light bulbs with energy-saving 

 compact fluorescents 

- Bike to school or work 

- Plant a tree 
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http://www.earthday.org/blog/green-schools/2013/04/30/national-healthy-schools-day-brings-awareness-indoor-school-health-iss
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Alysia Vongsaly and Dilan Mendoza 

Our project was created with recycled cans in order to create 

an IESA tin can man. We figured if  we used the recycled cans 

itõll be a resemblance to the whole meaning of IESA, to recycle 

and reuse  

these cans for a cool and fun project. Simply we bought the 

used cans from home, cut out holes to put a string to hold all 

the cans together, and then used tape to attach any loose 

cans. Mainly using 7up and Mountain Dew cans to represent 

colors of IESA. Our main idea and goal for this project was to 

show other students that youõre able to use cans to create a 

project or just simply to reuse cans for a good purpose. 
 

Reusing and recycling cans do so much more than what we 

think it actually does. Although we feel that if we just throw 

our cans in the river, sea, ground, etc. it doesnõt mean as 

much. Recycling cans  

can reduce air pollution, water pollution, also even prevent 

animals that digest these cans from danger. A little act of 

kindness for our earth can go a long ways. Making our Up 

Cycle project was overall simple and fun  DIY at home project 

as well. Not only did we create a tin can man but we also re-

used and helped a few animals from the danger of cans 

thrown away in the environment!  
 

Aaron Hynes, Lincoln High School 

A big project I did in IESA class was the green box energy labs. It had 

a lot of good information. One of the things I learned was rem is a 

monitoring device with a USB port. I also learned direct light consist 

of radiation straight from the sun. Solar panels are used further 

than 12,550 miles from earth. Solar panels have long term energy. 

Those are a few of the many things that I learned.   

Gary Snyder was one of my recent tid bits. He was an American poet 

as well as an essayist lecturer and environmental activist. It was fun 

learn about what he did. 

I recently learned about the yellow energy tag found on major appli-

ances. It is good to know about it because it could save you money 

and help the earth out by using less energy.  A few of the steps to 

reading it is:  On the left under the headline Energy Guide the label 

describes the type of appliance it is. Another step on the right lists 

the manufacturer, the model numbers that fit this description, and 

the capacity. Then you want to look at the box to estimate the 

amount of energy used in an average year.   

Chris Ellie ð East High 

American Made Jamaican Drum  

I was sitting around, listening to Bob Marley, knowing that I had to 

do something for my Earth Day Project.  I thought to myself that it 

would be cool to make my very own hand drum.  So, I got about 10 

plastic bottles and used duct tape to tape them in a ring shape. 

Then, I got a plastic bag and turn it into a single layer and very tight-

ly taped it to the top of the bottle ring. 

This is a great way to show my appreciation to the Earth.  I am sav-

ing money and at the same time, I am being environmental friendly. 

Because all that matters these days is Saving Money, Reducing, 

Reusing and Recycling. 

If you want to do the same kind 

of thing that I have done, but 

you think it is a waste of time, 

it is anything but a waste of 

time. If you just take an old 

plastic water bottle and cut 

the top off and take the lid off, 

you can use that to put over a 

chocolate chip bag on the 

opening to help them stay fresh 

longer then they would without 

the piece. 

 



 

 

 

Nick Meye ð Roosevelt 

 

On Earth Day I helped kick off our fundraising efforts to go to the 

Dominican Republic next spring break.  The exact fundraiser I helped 

with was the chocolate candy bar sales.  The chocolate sales were 

going good at lunch and after.  The things we are going to do in the 

Dominican Republic are help do service projects in the jungle. This is 

one in a life time opportunity to all who is going on this trip.  

Another thing we needed to do for Earth Day was to create an up-

cycle project, which is to take something and use it for something 

that it was not originally used for. The thing I built used an old rope, 

rope light and old pulley.  So used to rope to hang it from a hook and 

used the rope light and wrapped it around the pulley a few times and 

made to other loops to make a dim, art type light. I got some of the 

things from an old salvage shop to help create it.    

Luis CabralñNorth  

Evan NoringñEast 

On Earth Day we built a solar car and boat.  The wagons were pow-

ered by a lamp shining on the solar panels. We demonstrated the 

carriages to the kids and explained how they work. The kids spent 

like 20 minutes at our table and seemed to enjoy watching the solar 

rover zip along. 

The sun transmits energy in the form of radiation. When this radia-

tion is absorbed by the solar cells, a chemical reaction occurs, caus-

ing rapid electron movement. Because of the way the cells are made 

with layers of material with different atomic structures, the electrons 

are forced to move in one direction, creating direct current. It then 

flows into an inverter which converts the DC into alternating current 

to be usable in your home. 

 

Jonathan Reeves 

Earth Day Project  

Earth day was on the 22nd of April 25, 2013 students came 

from different schools to central to see IESAõs students pro-

jects and presentations to show that we are environmental 

friendly people who try to preserve the environment.  

I think earth day is a very important day but slowly when time 

keeps going by people forget and itõs getting worse that peo-

ple that are forgetting about earth day because people will 

just start forgetting about to clean up and recycle things that 

are made to be recycle.  

 



 

 

 

 

Riley Dunlap, Elijah Young, Riley Alexander, 

Allison Lumadue 

Lincoln High School  

 

Earth Day Globe 

Earth Day at IESA is based on projects that 

students in the class do to promote Earth 

Day as a whole. Our project we did was all for 

the kids and some adults that came through 

our station. We got a 3õ by 5õ poster and de-

cided to draw a globe to fill up most of the 

poster. On the side of it we put in bold worlds 

òEarth Dayó each in a different illustration of 

the environment. One half on the globe was 

half of the continents and the other half was 

the IESA logo hand drawn. 

The purpose of drawing this globe was for all 

that wanted to participate to be able to draw 

them anywhere on the outside perimeter of 

the globe that they wanted and to sign their 

name where the IESA logo was. When they 

signed it there was a sort of pledge they were 

making towards the environment to make it 

as clean and safe as possible. We also had 

handouts with word searches on them for 

people to take as they pleased. The words on 

the word search were environment, clean, 

air, etc.  

The end results turned out really well. Over 

135 people had drawn themselves on the 

poster and also had signed it. The poster it-

self looks really colorful and we as a group 

are all really proud of the end result.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sam Norland 

What will future cities look like? 

I completed my Earth Day project on a futuristic topic: What will Des Moines look like in 2062? Early in the 20th centu-

ry, the year 2000 was supposed to bring an end to war and famine, flying cars, and colonization of planets throughout 

the galaxy. Needless to say, this did not happen, and is not looking to come to fruition within the foreseeable future. I 

chose a time frame in which I could remain creative, while still remaining within the realm of reality.  

I looked at what a futuristic Des Moines could possibly look like through five scopes: housing, transportation, energy, 

waste-management, 

and food production, all 

with a growing popula-

tion and hotter climate 

in mind. If the city plan-

ners of Des Moines of 

the future are to suc-

cessfully accommodate 

a proposed larger popu-

lation, they will need to 

take all of these factors 

into account. 

My proposition included 

an expansion (both up-

ward and outward) of 

downtown Des Moines, 

and the implementation 

of readily available pub-

lic transportation, where 

the most common 

modes of transportation 

are light rail trains and 

bicycles. In addition, 

Des Moines will need to 

adopt alternative energy 

sources, such as solar 

panels in residential 

areas and the use of now-safe nuclear fusion reactors for a city population of around 500,000. With the efforts of Des 

Moinesõ citizens, an increase in waste produced does not necessarily mean bad news as long as people responsibly 

dispose of their waste through recycling and the use of biodegradable materials.  

 

 


